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VI OLENT HOME | NVADER
SENTENCED TO 35 YEARS BY FEDERAL JUDGE

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced today that PEDRO PABLO
HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL, a/k/a “Pablito 40," was sentenced today in
Manhattan federal court to 35 years in prison by the United States
District Court Judge NAOM REICE BUCHWALD in connection with his
participation in a series of violent hone invasion robberies in the
New York area between 1997 and August 2002.

According to an earlier Indictment filed against
HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL and 14 ot her defendants, HERNANDEZ- PRI SONCL was
a nenber of a highly-organi zed group of hone invaders who executed
numer ous coordi nated, carefully planned home invasion robberies,
primarily of narcotics traffickers in the New York netropolitan
ar ea. The Indictnent charged that nenbers of the robbery
organi zati on, i ncl udi ng HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL, wor ked wi t h i ndi vi dual s
referred to in Spanish as “santeros,” or in English as “tipsters”

who have inside information about the operations of various



narcotics traffickers in the New York netropolitan area. The
santeros provided this inside information to the hone invaders,
i ncl udi ng HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL, so that they coul d plan and carry out
robberies of the targeted narcotics traffickers at tines when they
were believed to be in possession of large quantities of drugs
and/ or drug proceeds.

According to the Indictnent, prior to actually commtting
a robbery, nenbers of the organization conducted surveillance of
the targeted robbery | ocation in order to verify the credibility of
the information received fromthe santero, to make arrangenents for
the equi pnent and personnel necessary to gain entry into the
targeted | ocations and to generally famliarize thenselves with the
target locations to maximze the chances of success when the
robbery was carried out. Menbers of the robbery organization,
i ncl udi ng HERNANDEZ- PRI SONCL, typically would carry firearnms in
vehicles wth traps, or hidden conpartnents, to the target
| ocation, it was charged.

Before a robbery was actually carried out, nenbers of the
organi zation were all egedly assigned the role of gaining entry to
a target location, while others were assigned to act as | ookouts
outside of the | ocation. According to the Indictnment, participants
who were to enter | ocations usually carried guns and wore gl oves to
reduce the likelihood that they would |eave fingerprints at the

scene, and | ookouts frequently carried police radio scanners and



two-way radios to the robberies in order to nonitor whether police
were responding to the vicinity of a robbery. During the execution
of a robbery, nenbers of the organization, including HERNANDEZ-
PRI SONOL, typically used crowbars, anong other tools, to gainentry
into the honmes of their intended victins, it was charged.

Al ternative neans of entry were also frequently used,
according to the charges. For exanpl e, because many of the targeted
| ocati ons were apartnents within |arge apartnent conpl exes, sonme of
the robbers in the organization developed the ability to rappe
from the rooftop of an apartnent building to the w ndow of a
targeted apartnent, enabling the robbers to enter the target
| ocations by surprise, it was charged. Such entry was allegedly
frequently made during the night, when victins within the targeted
| ocati ons were asl eep.

Victinse found within a target |ocation were allegedly
subdued by the robbers and tied up with wire coat hangers or
t el ephone cord, and typically, sheets or other itens would be
pl aced over their faces and they were often nade to |lie face-down
so that they would be unable to identify the robbers.

In order to extract information from robbery victins
about the storage l|ocation of narcotics and narcotics proceeds
within an apartnment, nenbers of the organization, including

HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL, often physically assaulted, and threatened to



assault, the victins, it was charged. During the course of the

robberies, on at |east several occasions, fenmnale victins were
sexual ly assaulted and male victins were threatened with sexua
assault, fondl ed, cut with knives and beaten by one or nore of the
robbers, incl udi ng HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL, according to the I ndictnent.

During t he nunerous robberies commtted by the group, the
robbers, includi ng HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL, stole multiple kil ograns of
narcotics, including heroin, cocaine and crack cocai ne, which they
then sold to narcotics deal ers who distributed those drugs in the
New York netropolitan area, it was charged. Wen they could not
find any narcotics in a targeted |location, typically because the
intended victins were not in fact drug dealers, the robbers,
i ncl udi ng HERNANDEZ- PRI SONOL, al | egedly often stol e personal itens
of the victins, such as jewelry.

HERNANDEZ- PRI SONCL pl ed guilty to a two-count I nformation
charging himw th possessing and using guns during the conmm ssion
of two hone invasion robberies.

The followng 12 nenbers of the group, all of whom
commtted robberies w th HERNANDEZ- PRI SONCL, have already pled
guilty to charges related to their participation in the robberies:
GRECORI O MANZUETA, al/k/a “Cusa,” JUNI OR CALDERON, a/k/a “El Bi,”
W LSON FLORENTI NE CASTI LLO, a/k/a “Ranon Aponte,” al/k/a “Mioma,”
FRANCI SCO CRUZ, a/k/a “Rubio,” JOSE CONTRERAS, a/k/a “Mario La
Pacha,” HENRY ROBERTO ARI AS, a/k/a “Henri El Conpadre,” JUAN PABLO

PEREZ- RAM REZ, a/k/a “Hjo Mo,” JUAN MEDINA, a/k/a “Manolito,”
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CARLOS RODRI GUEZ, al/k/a “El Mnito,” JOSE NUNEZ, a/k/a “Mrenito,”
JUAN APPLETON, a/k/a “Mrenon” and HECTOR MEDI NA, a/k/a “Mreno.”
Two ot her nmenbers of the group, ROVAN F. HENRI QUEZ BEATO, a/k/a
“Mananan” and WLLIAM DELORBE-ALVAREZ, al/k/a *“Julio Felix-
Silvestre,” a/k/a “Israel Ml donodo,” have been indicted and are
fugitives. NUNEZ is scheduled to be sentenced tonorrow. The
sentences thus far i nposed on the ot her defendants have ranged from
10 years’ inprisonnent to 36 years’ inprisonnent.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Uni ted States Drug Enforcenent Adm ni stration and the New York City
Pol i ce Departnent who jointly investigated the case.

Assistant United States Attorneys R CHARD C. DADDARI O,
LAURIE A KORENBAUM and TANYA F. MLLER were in charge of the
prosecuti on.
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